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The Loss of a Witness for Christ 11 

the Lord will use the booklet to this end is 
the only desire of its compiler. 



Soul, rule thyself. On passion, deed, desire, 
Lay thou the laws of thy deliberate will. 
Stand at thy chosen post, Faith's sentinel ; 
Though Hell's lost legions ring thee round with fire, 
Learn to endure. Dark vigil hours shall tire 
- Thy wakeful eyes; regrets thy bosom thrill; 
Slow years thy loveless flower of youth shall kill ; 
Yea, thou shalt yearn for lute and wanton lyre. 
Yet is thy guerdon great; thine the reward 
Of those elect, who, scorning Circe's lure, 
Grown early wise, make living light their lord. 
Clothed with celestial steel, these walk secure, 
Masters, not slaves. Over their heads the pure 
Heavens bow, and guardian seraphs wave God's 
sword. 

— F. A. Symonds. 



II 

TRAINING FOR SERVICE 



/ ^^0 the question in the Application Blank, 
\J "How long have you been thinking of 
becoming a missionary ?" Mr. Cook re- 
plied, "As long as I can think back." His 
letters and the testimony of friends reveal 
the fact that he had the missionary passion 
from a child. He was born in New Knox- 
ville, Ohio, September 20, 1878. In this place 
the Reformed Church has one of its large, 
influential and benevolent congregations. 
Twelve of its sons are among our most de- 
voted pastors. The community is made up of 
plain, quiet, frugal people, who live the sim- 
ple life, and find their chief joy in the wor- 
ship of the sanctuary. An atmosphere of 
piety and sincerity pervades the homes of 
the people. Their hearts are near to nature, 
and true to the God whom they adore and 
serve. 
Amid these rural and favorable sur- 
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confidence. Whether he has all the qualifica- 
tions for missionary service — both general 
and special — I do not know. I hope Mr. Cook 
will be a humble, faithful, prayerful and de- 
voted follower of our blessed Lord Jesus 
Christ." 

Two of his classmates wrote in the most 
appreciative terms of his fitness, as follows : 

"It affords me pleasure to recommend Her- 
man Cook, a classmate of mine for the last 
five years. His character impressed me as 
that of a Christian. He has told me repeat- 
edly that it has always been his desire to be- 
come a missionary. He prefers this calling 
to that of a minister. His ability in the dif- 
ferent branches taught here is fair, and I am 
sure that the Lord will bless him, and equip 
him with the necessary implements, so as to 
fulfill his mission on earth. He stands in 
good membership in the Reformed Church, 
and has always taken an active part in the 
religious work carried on in the institution. 
He is a member of our 'Mission Society/ and 
a worker in the Sunday School conducted by 
the students." 

J. H. POETTER. 
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that Classis, as also from the members in our 
four German Synods. 

Mr. Cook was married in the fall of 1902 
to Miss Emma Fledderjohann, also of New 
Knoxville, who proved herself a most helpful 
companion to him in his busy missionary 
career. They bade farewell to their many 
friends in December, 1902, and set their faces 
towards the Sunrise Kingdom. 



in 

WORK IN SENDAI 



It is overwhelming to think of the vastness of the 
harvestfield when compared with the indolence, indif- 
ference and unwillingness on the part of most so- 
called Christians to become, even in a moderate 
degree, laborers in the same. I take the rebuke to 
myself. . . . When we come to die, it will be 
awful for us if we have to look back on a life spent 
purely on self; but, believe me, if we are to spend 
our life otherwise, we must make up our minds to 
be thought "odd" and "eccentric" and "unsocial," 
and to be sneered at and avoided. . . . The usual 
centre is SELF, the proper centre is GOD. If, 
therefore, one lives for God, one is "out of centre," 
or "eccentric" with regard to the people who do not. 

Ion Keith Falconer. 
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where I work, 600 of these bags were distrib- 
uted. Every one of these bags is a message 
of love, containing food for the body and also 
for the soul. Several miles from Masuda a 
person can see groups of poor people work- 
ing each with one of these towels tied around 
his head. The money that our Church sent 
for these people has filled the native Chris- 
tians with enthusiasm to work for the Mas- 
ter." 

One of the enduring works of Mr. Cook in 
Sendai was the gathering of a congregation, 
and the erection of the handsome Kita 
Yobancho Chapel, which was paid for by the 
New Knoxville congregation during the pas- 
torate of the Rev. Dr. John Bachmann. The 
congregation is exerting a good influence in 
a residential section of the city having up- 
ward of 5000 people, and it is one of the 
Christian centres which has caused Sendai 
to be spoken of as "the most Christian city" 
in Japan. 

Mr. Cook had also assumed the financial 
obligations for the missionary residence 
which he built and occupied while in Sendai. 
He secured the money for the same from 
some of his friends in America. The Board 
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reimbursed him for the full amount before 
the time of his furlough. In carrying out 
both of these building enterprises there was 
shown no little self-denial, as also architec- 
tural skill and financial ability. 

Early in 1908 Mr. Cook removed to Yama- 
gata, which became the centre of his exten- 
sive evangelistic work. 



IV 
HOME ON FURLOUGH 



Looking forward, let us hope and cleanse all fear 
out of life — trust God, love Him and rejoice. Even 
our largest problems need not dispirit us. Problems 
are not to be analyzed, but accepted. He who 
analyzes a flower loses it. He who cracks a diamond 
to see what it is, is without both gem and knowledge. 
Life's great questions are seeds. Plant a seed, then 
wait. Some day the flower and fruit will explain the 
seed. It is well to lay aside difficult questions to be 
asked some day at the throne of God. Then we will 
look back to smile at what now disturbs us exceed- 
ingly. Remember the Russian Cathedral — travelers 
tell us the din and noise of the crowds thronging 
under the dome to those above the dome become a 
strain of soft music. It is good to hope and wait. 
Because God lives and loves, man should enter the 
future as he enters temple or cathedral — to dedicate 
all its days to hope and aspiration. 

Newell Dwight Hellis. 



IV 
HOME ON FURLOUGH 



" % V \ ITH the Board's permission, I 
\^y would like to spend part of my 
furlough in Germany to prepare 
myself more fully for my work here in 
Japan/' To a great extent this was the con* 
trolling purpose of his visit to the homeland. 
He had come to this decision almost two 
years before his furlough was due. During 
the seven years that he spent in Japan, from 
December, 1902, until January, 1910, most 
of his time was occupied in teaching English 
and German in North Japan College and in 
acquiring the Japanese language. He found 
little or no opportunity for general reading 
or study. 

Such was his burning desire for taking a 
special course in a university in Germany 
that he wrote : "If the Board cannot pay me 
my full salary during this time, I shall be 
glad to receive whatever it is willing to give 



WORK AT YAMAGATA 



Work at Yamagata 39 

younger generation has been drifting away 
from all religious influence for the last 
twenty-five years. The evangelization of 
these drifting thousands is a problem the 
greatness of which grows upon one as he 
studies the field and the people. Five mis- 
sionary families, four single ladies, twenty 
native preachers and five Bible women com- 
prise the whole Christian force now in both 
Yamagata and Akita Prefectures. What 
are these among two million people? Is it 
any wonder that our Japan Mission has been 
appealing to the Church to provide immedi- 
ately five missionaries, ten evangelists and 
five chapels for these two provinces ?" Yes, 
and is it any wonder that the vastness of the 
field, the millions of unsaved souls and the 
few Christian workers should so impress the 
mind and heart of our devoted missionary 
that he gave himself untiringly to reach as 
many as possible with the Gospel message? 
In one of his last letters he says: "The re- 
trenchment made necessary by the Board's 
finances has upset all my plans for my field. 
If the Board is unable to come to our assist- 
ance by the beginning of next year, it may be 
better for it to recall one or more of its mis- 



VI 

NEW METHODS IN EVANGELISTIC 

WORK 
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up the work by means of our little monthly 
magazine. I have reached 50,000 people in 
1914. It is my plan to scatter the seed even 
more widely during the present year. I am 
more and more convinced that it is my duty 
to give the rest of my life to the work in 
Yamagata Ken." 

Rev. James H. Ballagh, D.D., of Yoko- 
hama, writes: "From a recent visitation of 
this part of the Northeastern field it is clear 
to me that in no part does the need of work- 
ers appear more perceptible than in that in 
which our beloved brother has so faithfully 
labored. Upon whom shall his mantle faXW" 

Such were the methods of his work and the 
love actuating his labors that Rev. W. H. 
Erskine, a missionary of the Disciples' 
Church, who knew Mr. Cook and formerly 
lived in Akita, wrote : "Your Mission loses a 
good worker. The Yamagata Ken work will 
be put back ten years." 
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VII 
ITINERARY FOR THE SPRING OF 1915 







Population 


March 1 


Akayu 


4,475 


March 2 


Miyauchi 


5,570 


March 3 


Kaminoyama 


7,986 


March 4 


Takahata 


6,554 


March 5-7 


Yonezawa 


38,106 


March 8-10 


Sendai 


• • • • • 


March 11 


Yamanobe 


5,932 


March 12 


Nagasaki 


6,069 


March 13 


Sagai 


10,060 


March 14 


Yachi 


11,201 


March 15 


u 


It 


March 16 


Shiraiwa 


5,226 


March 17 


Aterazawa 


5,259 


March 18 


Oya 


3,531 


March 19 


Miyajuku 


6,179 


March 20 


Arato 


5,010 


March 21 


Ayukai 


4,529 


March 22 


Nagai 


7,212 


March 23 


Komatsu 


5,362 
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Population 


April 


23 


Kisakata 


3,721 


April 


24 


Fujisaki 


2,039 


April 


25 


Sakata 




April 


26 


Motodate 


3,739 


April 


27 


Amarume 


5,780 


April 28-30 


Rest 




May 


1 


Sakegawa 


2,754 


May 


2 


Shinjo 


15,180 


May 


3 


Aramachi 


3,368 


May 


4 


Ozawa 


3,623 


May 


5 


Kaneyama 


7,734 


May 


6-7 


Rest 




May 


8-10 


Yonezawa 




May 


11-12 


Sendai 




May 


13 


Yuzawa 


9,405 


May 


14 


Masuda 


6,833 


May 


15 


Iwasaki 


3,550 


May 


16 


Yokote 


15,602 


May 


17 


Inaniwa 


2,428 


May 


18 


Nishimonai 


4,603 


May 


19 


Numadate 


4,777 


May 


20 


Kakumagawa 


4,143 


May 


21 


Rokugo 


7,642 


May 


22 


Rest 




May 


23 


Akita 


36,249 


May 


24 


Takanosu 


2,805 
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Population 


May 


25 


Odate 10,738 


May 


26 


Noshiro 20,054 


May 


27 


Kitaura 7,725 


May 


28 


Funakoshi 3,284 


May 


29 


Funakawa 3,572 


May 


30 




June 


1 


Tsuchizaki 16,364 


June 


2 


Omagari 8,864 


June 


3 


Kakunodate 5,804 



vm 

EXTRACTS FROM HIS LETTERS 



The enemies of foreign missions have spoken 
tauntingly of the slowness of the work and of its 
great and disproportionate cost, and we have too 
exclusively consoled ourselves and answered the criti- 
cism by the suggestion that with God a thousand 
years are as one day. We should not lose sight of 
the other side of that truth— one day with Him is as 
a thousand years. God has not set a uniform pace 
for Himself in the work of bringing in the King- 
dom of His Son. He will hasten it in His day. The 
stride of His Church shall be so quickened that com- 
merce will be the laggard. Love shall outrun greed. 

Benjamin Harrison. 
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tianity that makes the work not only inter- 
esting, but also very hopeful." 



"On the first of March I start on my spring 
itinerary, and expect to be away from home 
practically all the time until the tenth of 
June" (1916). 

Alas ! man proposes, but God disposes. 



IX 

HIS EARNEST APPEAL FOR AKITA 

PREFECTURE 



i 



The missionary has always had his eye on the 
events of the future. He has never failed to divine 
the regnant qualities that live latent in certain races. 
He must in his work have the distant goal of the 
Kingdom through those peoples, who, by reason of 
their rapid growth, their instinct for expansion, 
their industrial supremacy and their masterful 
ability for government, and the long call of God, are 
to control the next half hundred and the next half 
thousand years. He is after the masters of men to 
bring them to the Master of All. The Missionary is 
in line with the thought of a universal Gospel. 

Richard T. Stevenson. 



IX 

HIS EARNEST APPEAL FOR AKITA 

PREFECTURE 



♦*T|^OR years our Japan Mission has been 
^F* urging the Board of Foreign Mis- 
sions to send out a missionary family 
for Akita Prefecture. When the subject 
came up at the various Mission meetings for 
discussion, I had but little to say either in 
favor of or against the request. It seemed 
to me that unless the Home Church would 
materially increase its contributions towards 
its Japan work, it might be better to develop 
the work in the three prefectures where we 
are already well established and to hand the 
Akita field over to other Missions. At any 
rate, I was so busy with trying to develop 
the Yamagata field that I could give but little 
thought to Akita Prefecture. At a confer- 
ence of missionaries held in Akita city a few 
years ago the same question came up, and it 
was proposed to let two other denominations 
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ture half as well as we can do it, I would urge 
our Mission to withdraw from it as soon as 
possible, but as there is none I believe it to 
be wrong for me not to do all I can to make 
Christ known to the hundreds of thousands 
of people in this field. Will you, the people 
of our Church, not speedily come to our aid ?" 



THE LAST DAYS OF MISSIONARY 

COOK 



Heaven doth with us as we with torches do, 

Not light them for themselves ; for if our virtues 

Did not go forth of us, 'twere all alike 

As if we had them not. Spirits are not finely touched 

But to fine issues; nor Nature never lends 

The smallest scruple of her excellence, 

But, like a thrifty goddess, she determines 

Herself the glory of a creditor — 

Both thanks and use. 

— Measure for Measure. 

A man was born, not for prosperity, but to suffer 
for the benefit of others, like the noble rock maple, 
which, all round our villages, bleeds for the service 
of men. — Emerson. 

Everything cries out to us that we must renounce. 
Thou must go without, go without! That is the 
everlasting song which every hour, all our life 
through, hoarsely sings to us: Die, and come to life; 
for so long as this is not accomplished thou art but 
a troubled guest upon an earth of gloom. — Goethe. 



X 
THE LAST DAYS OF MISSIONARY COOK 



<^^HE Doctor pronounced his sickness as 
V? lobular pneumonia, and the immediate 
cause of his death as paralysis of the 
heart. Though a very sick man he had gone 
to Yamagata on March 28, 1916, from Tokyo 
to meet our evangelist from Shin jo for an 
important conference. His family was living 
in Tokyo, where the children were attending 
the grammar school and where Mrs. Cook 
was just recovering from an operation in the 
hospital. During his brief stay at Yamagata 
he was the guest of the Kriete family. They 
noticed that he was not in his usual spirits. 
Whereas, he had always been optimistic and 
persistent in his work, that day he seemed to 
be discouraged and rather broken in spirit. 
At the request of Mr. Kriete he went back to 
his family in Tokyo, where he took to his bed. 
Dr. Mann, of St. Luke's Hospital, was sent 
for, who examined the patient and found that 
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At Nibancho Church — 2.00 P. Af. 

This service was in charge of Dr. J. P. 
Moore. 

Scripture Reading by Dr. Allen K» Faust. 

Prayer by Dr. J. P. Moore. 

Hymn in Japanese, "He Leadeth Me." 

Sermjon in English, Rev. Christopher Noss, 
D.D., Text, Revelation 7 : 13-17. 

Sermon in Japanese, Prof. Kajiwara, Text, 
John 12 : 24. 

Hymn in Japanese, "Peace, Perfect Peace." 

Obituary read in Japanese by Pastor Hori- 
uchi, of Yobancho Church. 

Prayer in Japanese, Rev. Hagiwara, of 
Nibancho Church. 

Messages of sympathy : 

Mr. Nakamura, representing Yobancho 
Church. 

Pastor Inomata, representing Yamagata 
Prefecture churches. 

Pastor Tsuchida, representing Akita Pre- 
fecture churches. 

Dr. Demura, representing Tohoku Gakuin 
(North Japan College). 

Professor Hayasaka, representing Miyagi 
Girls' School. 
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than she does at this moment. She will be 
brave. She has been brave, and she will be 
brave. You know that in the highest moral 
code of the land in which we dwell it is a 
point 6f honor that a woman who has lost 
father, husband or son in war for the defense 
of the country, shall feel mjore joy than grief. 
Our sister has lost a husband in the noblest 
cause imaginable, and there may well be joy 
in her grief. 

"All the grief, the loneliness and the pain 
that you and yours have to suffer in the com- 
ing years have a direct bearing on, and make 
a direct contribution to, the progress of God's 
Kingdom. Only continue to trust in God 
throughout the coming dark days, and God 
Himself will comfort you as He comforts the 
departed one. 

"Our brother's love for his family was 
strong and great — only eclipsed to our view 
now and then by the grander passion of his 
life. And in prayer he still serves the fam- 
ily. His service is more effectual, not less so 
than before. Some of us who have been sim- 
ilarly afflicted can speak from an experience 
that confirms this belief. Only go on trust- 
ing in God and He will comfort the husband 
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help many others. When, like him, we shall 
have finished a life of faith, hope and love, 
we shall again shake hands with him in 
Heaven." 

It was appropriate that the obituary should 
have been read by Mr. Horiuchi, who both 
as an individual and as pastor of the Yoban- 
cho Church could not fail to feel a debt of 
gratitude to the departed. It was largely 
through the efforts of Mr. Cook that the 
money was contributed for the Yobancho 
Church. Mr. Cook also superintended the 
building of the church. And for a number of 
years gave himself unselfishly in its service. 

The body was laid to rest in the Kitayama 
Cemetery, beautiful for its location overlook- 
ing the sea. His grave, with the large wooden 
cross bearing his name and the date of his 
death, continues to bear an appropriate 
testimony to the life he lived among the 
Japanese. 

All our missionaries speak with grateful 
appreciation of the whole-hearted sympathy 
shown by the Japanese friends to them and 
to the bereaved family. They believe that 
the death of Brother Cook has meant for all 
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who knew him a new calculation of relative 
values, and a deeper consecration that will 
give a new impetus to the whole work and 
that will continue to bear fruit in years to 
come. 

Mrs. Cook has shown a child-like faith and 
trust in her Heavenly Father, and a cheerful 
submission because it is His will, which has 
endeared her to the hearts of all who knew 
her in Japan as well as with those with whom 
she is united in a bond of loving sympathy. 



XI 

AS SEEN BY A CO-WORKER 
Casl D. Kbiete 



There is such a thing as the mirage of the desert, 

which has mocked the dying traveler. There is also 

the oasis where the grass is green and the palm 

trees stand erect in their beauty, and the reason 

thereof is the unfailing spring which rises from the 

heart of the earth and yields its living waters to the 

traveler as he journeys across the desert from the 

land which he has left to the land which he has never 

seen. That spring is the Spirit of the living Christ, 

Who "was dead" and is "alive for evermore," Who 

remaineth from age to age the strength and hope of 

the race into which He was born and for which He 

died. 

John Watson, D.D. 



XI 
AS SEEN BY A CO-WORKER 



IN the cable which was sent to the Board 
announcing the death of Missionary 
Cook the word "overwork" was used. 
A mere glance at the task he had undertaken 
will convince any one that the word is used 
in no idle sense, and that to carry on the 
work in the same way in the future is too 
costly, as it has undoubtedly been in the past, 
and we trust that a full understanding of the 
situation on the part of the Church will 
cause them to rise up in such a way as to 
prevent any such a condition in the future. 
Mr. Cook was the only one doing any aggres- 
sive work in the prefecture at large, with its 
population of nearly a million souls. 

In this prefecture he had the oversight of 
six churches with resident evangelists. The 
wise administration of six such supported 
churches constitutes no inconsiderable tax 
upon the missionary's store of patience and 



xn 

AN ESTIMATE OF HIS LIFE AND 

LABORS 

J. P. MOOKE 



I have often been asked "What of the missionaries 
of the East? Are they true, and do they serve their 
Master?" A&d I have always been a swift witness 
to say, and I say it solemnly and emphatically, that 
if anywhere on the face of the earth there exists a 
band of devout Christian men and women, it is 
these. They live and die in the work. Their work 
is of that kind which will be productive of the great- 
est good. 

General Lew Wallace. 



XII 
AN ESTIMATE OF HIS LIFE AND LABORS 



HFTER sufficient time has elapsed for 
the passing away of the first great 
shock which the sudden death of our 
brother has occasioned, I desire to put on 
record my appreciation of the great good and 
far-reaching work which was accomplished 
by the one departed from us, and whose ab- 
sence from our midst we can hardly yet fully 
realize. 

On a recent visit to his grave, at the time 
of a beautiful evening sunset, I tried to focus 
my thoughts, and to make a just estimate of 
the life and labors of the one whose remains 
rest on that beautiful hill of Kita Yama, 
north of the city of Sendai, the place where 
he started in his career of a missionary to 
Japan, thirteen years ago. As is the case 
with all of us, his was a small and humble 
beginning, and I am sure that he himself 
realized this full well. But, as I remember 
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so faithfully served, it is true, beyond a 
doubt, that, "though dead, he yet speaks, and 
that his works do follow him." The Re- 
formed Church which has raised up such a 
consecrated missionary, the Mission House 
College and Seminary, where he was trained 
for his successful life-work, may well be 
proud of him and honor him as one of the 
missionary heroes of our Church. The Board 
of Foreign Missions, who had the wisdom 
and foresight to appoint him, while they 
mourn his loss, may at the same time con- 
gratulate themselves, because of their having 
appointed him. 

May Mrs. Cook receive comfort from the 
fact that her husband, whose grave she is 
leaving behind in the Sunrise-Land, accom- 
plished such a great and good work as a mis- 
sionary here, and may the six orphaned chil- 
dren carry with them through their future 
life the memory of a father whose life meant 
so much for missions in Japan. 



XIII 

A MESSAGE FROM HIS GRAVE 

Allen K. Faust 



Life only becomes fruitful when it becomes sacri- 
ficial. This is true concerning our influence upon 
one another. . . . It is even so with a poem, with 
a painting, with a sermon, ay! with a courtesy; the 
measure of its impressiveness is just the measure 
of the sacrifice of which it is the shrine. The spirit 
of sacrifice not only impresses others, it fertilizes 
self. Our giving is our getting. "With what meas- 
ure ye mete it shall be measured to you again." Here, 
then, are the gates to a rich and roomy individual 
life; not silence, but expression; not drifting, but 
endurance; not self-seeking, but sacrifice; for "he 
that findeth his life shall lose it, but he that loseth 
his life for My sake shall find it." 

J. H. Jowett, D.D. 



XIII 
A MESSAGE FROM HIS GRAVE 



IN a beautiful spot northwest of Sendai, 
on a high hill overlooking the city and 
the plains beyond to the Pacific, the 
Reformed Church has a new grave. This 
grave contains all that was mortal of Rev. 
Herman H. Cook, "The Apostle of Ryo-U," 
as his Japanese co-workers liked to call him. 
Members of the Japan Mission, Japanese 
evangelists, teachers and many other friends, 
on a fair April day, with solemnest rites, laid 
his body to rest. Missionary Cook lived as 
his Lord died. His life was solely and unre- 
servedly given for Japan. "Overwork," was 
the doctor's verdict. We can neither add to 
the eternal worth of his soul nor subtract 
anything from it. The thousands of Japan- 
ese men, women and children to whom he 
ministered and for whom he lived and died 
will rise up and call him blessed. These are 
living monuments to him. 



XIV 
WORDS OF APPRECIATION 



Words of Appreciation 109 

us why your dear husband should be taken 
from you at this time, and why our Japan 
Mission should suffer an almost irreparable 
loss. 

We all had come to look upon Brother Cook 
as one of our most earnest evangelists. He 
had a burning zeal for the salvation of the 
people in the Yamagata-Akita Provinces. 
Why he should be taken so early in life we 
are unable to say, but God is His own inter- 
preter, and He will make it plain to us. 

Immediately upon the receipt of the cable- 
gram I wrote a letter to Brother Cook's 
father, and broke the news to him as gently 
as I could. 

At our meeting of the Executive Commit- 
tee, held yesterday, the members were all 
moved to sadness when I announced the news 
of the death of Brother Cook, and we will 
place on record our appreciation of his great 
work as a missionary. 

I have time only to write this brief letter 
to assure you of our profound sympathy with 
you, and of our offer of help to you in this 
hour of trouble. I know that the missionaries 
on the field will do all they can for you to 
lighten the weight of sorrow, and we here 
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tried to make full proof of his high and holy 
calling. It seems no hardships were too se- 
vere for him to endure, for he was a good 
soldier of Jesus Christ. His long trips must 
have been a severe strain on his bodily 
strength. May not his thirst for souls have 
been a sustaining power to him in his work? 
After all, the real work of life is not done by 
physical force, but by spiritual power. 

I scarcely know how to convey my personal 
feelings to the Mission in the death of this 
valiant servant of the Lord. To me his early 
home-going seems like an almost irreparable 
loss. How can we fill his place on the field ? 
Who will go to carry on this important work ? 
What will Mrs. Cook and the children do? 
These are the questions that are burdening 
my mind. But the Lord will provide in His 
own way and time. Our duty is to accept 
this strange providence from a loving Father, 
with the assurance that it will work for good 
to them that love Him. 

It should be a new call to the Church to 
awake from her slumber and to gird the Gos- 
pel armor on. It will mean a new consecra- 
tion, I am sure, to those who have been co- 
workers with the one whose death we all so 
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and I consulted together as to what might 
be an appropriate and lasting memorial of 
his high character. With the approval of 
Messrs. Kriete, Tan Momma and Sassawara, 
we present this Vase, selected by Mr. Kriete, 
as a token of the appreciation of 154 readers 
of 'Ryo-U no Hikari.' " 

Action of Workers 9 Conference 

"To the Members of the Reformed Church : 

"In behalf of the Northeastern Workers' 
Conference, Church of Christ in Japan, 
which held its last sessions at Yonezawa, 
Yamagata Prefecture, April 18th and 19th, 
we wish to extend to you, through the 
Board of Foreign Missions, our heartfelt 
sympathy on account of the sudden death of 
your and our beloved brother, Rev. Herman 
Henry Cook, whose departure we feel is a 
loss, not only to the missionary forces of the 
Reformed Church in Japan, but to the whole 
denomination in America. We earnestly 
pray that your and our heavenly Father's 
almighty arm will protect the bereaved fam- 
ily and bring to abundant fruition the seed 
that has been sown by our departed brother. 
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Invoking also the Divine blessing upon the 
entire Reformed Church, we remain, 

"Shohei Arai, 
"Kichisuke Suzuki, 
"Committee" 
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TRIBUTES OF ESTEEM 

Dr. Moore : 

♦♦/^^HERE are but few, if any, missionar- 
V-/ ies in Japan who are as faithful and 
earnest in the work as was Mr. Cook. 
He had some excellencies that cannot be imi- 
tated. He knew, in detail, the spiritual con- 
dition of his immense field, and was ever 
ready to sacrifice all his time and all his 
strength for the Master's work. All the peo- 
ple have held him in the highest respect." 

Dr. Noss: 

"Mr. Cook has given his life for country 
evangelism. For a long time the cities and 
larger towns have been worked, but Mr. Cook 
and a small number of missionaries have 
made the villages their objective. Those who 
knew Brother Cook best say that he did the 
work of two or three men. The God who 
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months, ever being on fire for the salvation 
of souls. He has fought a good fight, and 
now, in Heaven, has received a glorious 
crown as his reward. With Christian love 
he loved the Japanese people more than I. 
But as a faithful pioneer, he has finished his 
God-given task. The remaining work he left 
to loving friends. Just before breathing his 
last he said: 'For the many kindnesses 
which I have received from you all I thank 
you sincerely.' To me — so unworthy a serv- 
ant — a part of this brother's work devolves. 
By the help of the Saviour whom he so faith- 
fully served, and by the presence of the 
brother's soul, I now determine to do all I 
can to further the cause for which he laid 
down his life." 

Mr. Ikeda : 

Mr. Cook's sudden death was caused by 
overwork. When disease came he had no 
resisting power left. His life is a sacrifice, 
laid on the altar of service in Japan. Once 
he told me that Dr. Schneder had warned 
him not to overdo, and to take care of his 
health. This was good advice, but Mr. Cook 
told me that it was not a disgrace to fall with 
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Mr. Sugiyam a : 

"It seems to me a dream that Mr. Cook is 
dead. I have a deepest sympathy on you and 
your children, and always pray the Heavenly 
blessing on you. But I am glad to know that 
Mr. Cook is now in Heaven and has a glorious 
crown on his head. Since I helped him in his 
work in Shonai during last summer, I often 
thought of him and loved his character and 
work, and now, on my part, I eagerly wish 
to devote myself to the evangelistic work in 
Tohoku, where Mr. Cook laid the seeds of 
Gospel." 

Mrs. Schneder: 

"Mr. Cook leaves a blessed memory. His 
life on this earth was comparatively short, 
but he did a wonderful work for God. 
Through him many heard the blessed story 
of a Saviour who died for them. Through him 
many were brought to know the dear Lord 
and Saviour, and to experience the joy of 
knowing Him, and when he came to meet his 
Saviour on high he did not come to Him 
empty-handed, but with his arms full of the 
sheaves for his Master. He lived a life that 
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THE NEED OF FUNDS FOR CHAPELS 



There are at least ten cities in Yamagata- Akita pre- 
fectures where our Japan Mission should Im- 
mediately provide houses of worship, costing 
from $2,000 to $4,000 for lot and building. 

Chapels in centers, like Akita, Sakata, Yokote, Shin jo, 
Odate and Tsuruoka, would enable the faithful 
evangel ists to gather the fruits of their labors, 
and establish self-supporting churches. 

Can the members of the Reformed Church make a 
wiser distribution of their God-given means 
than by contributing to the Board of Foreign 
Missions sums of money, in amounts of $500 or 
$1,000, to be used for Chapel Funds? 

Shall we not, as a denomination, honor the memory 
of our sainted, self-sacrificing missionary by 
erecting Herman H. Cook Memorial Chapels 
in both the Yamagata and Akita prefectures? 



